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Dear Emma, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 23 December last (which I received on 13 January) in 
which you advised me of recent discussions you have had with key transport sector 
stakeholders to discuss south-west Scotland’s key arterial road routes, the A75 and 
A77. 
 
You highlighted the concerns of stakeholders about the condition of these routes, 
given their importance to the port of Cairnryan; and frustration regarding the 
timescale and lack of clarity around the Scottish Government’s STPR2 process.     
 
You also asked whether the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee had any 
plans to review the South Scotland Strategic Transport Study and made a request 
that it consider a short inquiry into South Scotland roads infrastructure as part of its 
future work programme.  
 
As you are aware, the Committee currently has no specific plans to review the South 
Scotland Strategic Transport Study.  That said, it does intend to take evidence from 
the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity on the Scottish 
Government’s National Transport Strategy 2 (NTS2) shortly after its anticipated 
publication in the coming weeks.  This will provide Committee members with an 
opportunity to question the Cabinet Secretary on the contents of that document and 
how it takes account of the strategic priorities that have been identified in the South 
Scotland Strategic Transport Study and in other areas of Scotland. 
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I have little doubt that the Committee will also be keen to explore the timescale for 
the publication of STPR2 with the Cabinet Secretary during that session. It also 
intends to take further evidence from him once the STPR2 document has been 
published.  Again, Committee members will have an opportunity to question the 
Cabinet Secretary on the transport infrastructure investment priorities identified in 
that document. 
 
Once both NTS2 and STPR2 documents are published, the Scottish Government’s 
strategic vision and investment priorities for transport will be clear.  Until these 
outcomes are known, I would suggest that an inquiry into the South Scotland roads 
infrastructure would be premature. That said, it is of course open to you and any 
member of the Committee to suggest inquiry topics during any of our regular work 
programme discussions.  
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Edward Mountain 
Convener 


